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Views and Reviews in the World of Art
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eielien, small eliques and some misgunled
critie.  Great  works  ure  only e
complished by free expression.
an cursed by unjust entiemm, a clange
sels in- somneties for the better, througl
madness (o eonguer, bul more often for
the worse, hwing discouraged.  Only 1en
of wron tud indonntable fuath in their own
convictions will stand the test.

“It oo deplorable though that it was
thought necewary in Barnards case 1o
show s el animosity — even 1l it were
an inferor work, This situation has pever
ariven before, 1o my knowledge, in this
country.  Why so much huate to éondemn
-—#0 mueh venow? The sad part i that
thesws attneks have misled the public be-
fore it had n chance 1o gudge the brouze
itwelf, and have brought forth nuferons
pitiful letters airing their knowledge (1)
on arf, and exposing minplaced ridienle
about this great work.

“How can any one with a consewnes
even a great enemy  stand before this
enlm and dignified Lineoln und not be
thrilled?  How ean any one have the
temerity to eriticise this statue in the lan-
gunge that has been used? How eould
one fail to be impremed by the devoted
sincerity of the man who wrought this
work, and not (o have enough respeet at
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“Shepherdess,” by Horatio
Jenst to be silent if one had not the eour-
age to sy a just word,

It ix & dungerous thing for some wilful
people to have too much licggue to say
anything they please about a work of art
—good, bad, or indifferent. People will
say everybody has a right to theiropinion,
It seems mostly o in art, literature and
musie. A few printed words of malicious
eriticism will often ruin & man's reputa
tion and eripple him financially for life.
How long would this be tolerated in the
business world without libel suita? An
artist has no legal redress and econme-
quently enemies have the privilege of
ruining him under the dinguise of an
bonewt opinion. :

To come back to cause of stagnation, 1
believe it has been brought about grad-
ually and unrousciously by the art institu-
tions throughout the country sdopling the
methods of labor unions, This is sufficient
to reeirain progrems in anything. It kills
ambition. No matter how efficient you are
at your trade, you get the same wage; and
if you leave the union to better yourself
you will starve. Of courne, this is not
exactly the same process in the higher in-
stitutions of art, but it is very wimilar.
Unless a man is & member of them or
meets with their favor, it is almost im-
possible to get a hearing or u chanee to
show one's work exeept when one is in-
dependently wealthy. This state of affair
exists only when the ones in control abuse
their position and become arrogant by tu:
much authority. Tlis autoeracy retards
art'y expression far wore than any kind
of criticism in favor or against s work;
esonstructive, Lhough adverse, eriticism
will creste some inlerest in an artist’s
work and is far better than net being
seen ot all.

oMost gl great men in urt, litesatyre
and wusie have been persscuted by o
coaneg ymmalio) we baswlen b
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prejudice that bus tried to prevent their
tuking the place they deserve in the workd
of art. To wention a few: Puvin de
Chuvnnmen, Whistler, Carpeany, Rude,
Munet  Bizet’s “Cormen” was hised off
the stage Wagner, Chopin, Fdgar Allan
Poc and numerous others.  After all n
snid und done, eritiei=m of the morbid, -
sidioim Kinel 13 alimost imiposeible to cheek,
it bhemg ot the basis ol sineere and
bhaving e its fabre wwtbing tangahble to
improve, It seems 10 me o have it
being in the cowardly » cukiness of those
not in the profession, und springs from
maliee, not from ignorance ax we are
wont jo believe.

Art should be f'ree and should have full
power (o ereato, It is hard enough under
the most favoruble circumstances to
nehieve the shightest adwance. Why re-
tard it officially and journalistically by
such intrigue und injustiee us have
marked the Barnard cane?

Plan Prix de New York
for French Writers

Miss Janet Sewdder, the well known
senlpiress, has given most of her energies,
since her recent return from France, to
work that in intended to still further
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cement Lthe friendship between this coun-
try.and Frunce afier the war. The socialy
“Pour les Ferivains Fruncais,” of which
Mrs. Newbold leroy Edgnr is the presi-
dent and Miss Seudder the nsecretary,
hopes to bring thix about by persuading
the Fremeh to study English and ulti-
mately to establish a prix de New York
for young French writers of talent. In
conversation the other day Mus Beundder
made the following argument :

“It is no longer a question of protect.
g the fine arta of France berause the
anisls are busy prolecting their country.
The able bodied men are in the trenches;

the less able bodied wen ure doing civilian .

work for the war.

“There are many hours in a soldier's
dny during which he has lime {rve to work
oul his natural bent ; also there arc many
long hiours while he is convalescing in the
houpital during which he can carry on his
ol udien,

“The demand for books is enormous—a
faet that can be proved by the lists sent
from the bospitals and trenchee—books
that men have asked for. It is of interent
to nole that these lisis are made up al-
most entirely of books that only students
or seholars would eall for. It is not our
purpose to furnish these books; there are
one or two commitlees in Puris which at-
tend to that.

“Our purpose is (o send the men Buoks
which will make it possible for them to
wiudy the English language. The Freneh
have never realized the importanee of
spesking other than their own.
The Uennans have, and therein lay their
prosperity. It is said that alresdy Hus-
sian is being taught in the publie sehools
of (Germany, so that the Germazs may be
prepared  da in Humia what Owy have
4 9 ~DUsDEsy e, Lawe [ ishod
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In the Dr. Sanden collection at the John Levy Galleries.

themselves into all our industrien. No
branch of commercialinnn has escaped
them, nnd also they had obtained almost
complete control of the musical world in
New York and other cities. This eould
not bave been done without their knowl-
vdge of English.

“The Frenchiman will never fulluw in
the footsteps of the Uerman, becausn he
prefers o hive in his own country; no
amount of allurement or suecess vould
prrunde him to giva up ki heloved
Franee permanently, But, on the other
hand, a knowledge of English wonld be of
tremendous benefit (o him and to on if he
had that knowledge. Think of what it
would have me < if Joffre could have
talked to usl

“At the present most difflcult moment
in the history of Franee very few of the
men she in sending to England and the
United States on mimions wpeak the Eng-
lish language. .

“With thousands of American soldiers
m France there is now an opportunity for
the French to talk our language. Bat
there ure no books from which to study
it. The supply of French and English
dictionaries and grammars in Paris was
exhaustad two years ago and owing to the
scarcity of paper and printers no more
are being published.

“Our first p.actical effort in the work
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we have undertaken will be to send large
supplies of pocket editionn of grammars
and dietionarien to the soldiers—partien-
larly to the soldiers convalescing in the
hospitaln, slwo a text book will be sent in
English and Freneh—a study book one
side of page English, the othgr French,
which will contain messages to the French

further inspire the soldiern of Franee to
“When n‘hn done this we intend

After that we hope to eatab-
lish » Prix des Ktats Upis which will
permit the winner of the prize to truvel

Theatre on Bunday, Februsry 17, by Mme.

(Continued on following page.)
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i ANTIQUITIES

JOHN LEVY
GALLERIES

NOW OPEN
IMPORTANT
EXHIBITION

™
SANDEN
Colloption of
AMERICAN
PAINTINGS

Just bought Bu Bioe
ALEX. H
Tem Faumplso
HORATIO WALKER
Mioe Eaton plos
J. FRANCIS MURPHY

Four Kxempics .
DAVID W. TRYON
Neme Ezsnples

UNTIL FEB'Y
14 EAST 46TH ST.

Oppasite the RugCeriton \

LA PLACE “23*

Artistic and Useful Gifts
‘On.lncrg‘or ART

Period Furniture

Anciont Art Werks & Paithful Cogles
Yeivphons Madiesn Sguare 787

Brasch—11 East 48th Serpet

rAl'li‘ng,ton

Galleries
As lrwestments
On Exhibition
THE ART OF
Maxwell Armficld

Through Petwuary
274 Madison Avenue (48th S¢)
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Art News
Publishors of dwericas Unig Ari Weekly
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